CHAPTER IX

COUNTRIES OF ASIA AND AFRICA
THE CONTINENT OF ASIA

Only about one fifth of Asia is of much use for human occupation,
and close to half is almost useless. One reason for this is that much of
Asia lies too far north for agriculture. Another is that Asia's vast s.ize
prevents oceanic influences from penetrating into large parts of the in-
terior. Still more important is the fact that plateaus and mountains
largely destroy the habitability of vast areas in the most favorable latitudes.
Moreover, even the best parts of the mainland are less productive agri-
culturally, and less healthful and invigorating, than large sections of
Europe and North America and small sections of South America and
Australia. From the standpoint of size, Asia must be regarded as part
of an enormous land mass which includes both Europe and Africa. This
is broken by bodies of water such as the Mediterranean, Black, Caspian,
and Red Seas, and the Persian Gulf, but these produce only a local effect
upon the climate. Thus for practical purposes a mass of land about as
wide as North America cuts off the best latitudes of Asia from the in-
fluence of the Atlantic Ocean. When one notes how much the climate
of Europe is improved by winds and storms from the west, one realizes
how greatly Asia is handicapped by its mere size.

One result of being so far from the sea is that in the latitudes which
would otherwise be most favorable extremes of both heat and cold are
great and the rainfall becomes highly seasonal. Except in a small section
near Turkey the rain comes chiefly in the summer arid early fall, and
the winter and early spring are so dry that agriculture is handicapped.

Asiatic Plains

The location of the plains makes matters worse, as is clear from a
study of the relief map. A large part of the main Asiatic lowland in
Soviet Russia lies beyond the northern limit of profitable agriculture.
Much of the rest is too dry because it is at least 2,000 miles from the
Atlantic Ocean and is largely separated from the Indian Ocean by
mountains. Aside from oases in this southern desert, the only extensive
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